Nerve growth factor in medullary carcinoma of the thyroid.
In a case of medullary carcinoma of the thyroid gland assay was performed for nerve growth factor bioactivity. The tumor extract showed significant amounts of nerve growth factor bioactivity, but extracts of normal thyroid and other types of thyroid neoplasms showed no such bioactivity. Nerve growth factor may be useful as a tumor marker in the diagnosis and management of medullary carcinoma of the thyroid. It may play a role in the development of associated tumors of neural crest origin and may contribute to the development of cachexia in patients with medullary carcinoma of the thyroid.